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Animal	rights	
	

	
Sarah:	Wentworth,	have	you	seen	on	the	social	networks	the	story	of	this	American	dentist	who	killed	Cecil	the	lion?	
	
W:	Yes	I	did.	Isn’t	awful?	Each	year,	four	million	animals,	primarily	minks	and	foxes,	are	trapped	and	killed	in	the	US,	
all	to	feed	the	world	fur	market.	
	
Sarah:	this	is	revolting.	Obviously	there	are	differences	between	humans	and	animals,	but	they	do	not	justify	the	way	
we	think	of,	or	treat,	animals.	Why	do	we	insist	that	right	to	life,	liberty	and	protection	from	torture	be	confined	to	
humans?	
	
W:	well	I	guess	that	many	animal	tests	are	related	to	pharmaceutical	and	medical	research,	so	it	may	be	a	reason.	
	
Sarah:	How	can	you	say	such	a	thing?!	I	don’t	see	why	we	should	inflict	slow,	painful	deaths	on	animals	to	test	the	
safety	of	household	products.	
	
W:	I	was	actually	talking	about	the	fact	that	balancing	the	needs	of	people	for	drugs	with	the	welfare	of	animals	is	a	
complex	ethical	dilemma.	Of	course	I	am	revolted	by	this	half	a	million	animals	genetically	modified	in	labs	for	the	
need	of	cosmetics	or	other	products	than	for	medical	research.	
Do	you	know	that	studies	show	promising	results	in	mice	of	a	vaccine	approach	to	treating	Parkinson’s	and	similar	
diseases?	
	
Sarah:	well	I	ignored	it,	but	I	really	think	human	should	stop	experimenting	on	animals,	and	find	alternatives	to	
animal	use	and	abuse.	
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GLOSSARY:	
	
Animal	rights	 The	way		
To	kill		 Animal	tests		
To	see/saw/seen		 Pharmaceutical		
To	trap	 Medical	
To	feed	 Research	
To	justify	 A	reason	
	To	treat	 Such	a	thing	
To	insist	 Painful	death	
To	be	confined	 The	safety	
To	be	related		 Household	products	
To	inflict	 The	needs	
	To	test	 Drugs	
To	balance	 Welfare	of	animals	
To	be	revolted	 ethical	dilemma	
To	modify	 Labs	
To	show	 Cosmetics	
To	treat	 Studies	
To	ignore	 Results	
To	experiment	 Mice		
The	social	networks		 A	vaccine		
The	story		 Similar	diseases		
American	dentist		 Use	and	abuse		
The	lion		 Awful		
Minks	and	foxes		 Primarily		
The	US		 Complex		
The	world	fur	market		 Genetically	modified		
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